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Bruton Parish Church Restored and its Historic Environment. 
By Rev. Wm. A. R. Goodwin, A. M., Rector of Bruton Parish 
Church, Williamsburg, Va. Illustrated, 1907, pp. 205, with 49 
illustrations, and index. 

Bruton, Williamsburg, has long been one of America's most his- 
toric churches, but during the year 1907, it became, probably, the most 
noted sacred edifice in the United States. The beautiful restoration, 
the numerous memorials of noted men and families once connected 
with the church, the gift of a lectern from President Roosevelt, and 
of a Bible from King Edward, the consecration, and later, crowning 
all, the wonderful day spent there by the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church, have brought Bruton before our whole people in 
a way which not even its historic note or the fine flavor of antiquity 
which surrounds it has ever done before. 

The contributions to the church have come from many sources, 
there has been an able committee and a talented architect; but the 
chief credit of the great work done at Bruton must be ascribed to the 
loving interest and the untiring energy of the rector. 

Mr. Goodwin published in 1903, his well known "Sketch of Bruton 
Parish Church," containing its history, copies of all epitaphs visible 
in church and church-yard, and the remaining part of the parish regis- 
ter. He now very properly follows this with the admirable book 
before us. 

The present work begins with an account of the historic environment 
of Bruton and Jamestown, and a sketch of the history of the church, 
and then gives a minute and copiously illustrated account of the 
memorials of the past: the communion services, the font, bell, clock 
and record books. An account of the church-yard, with some of the 
most interesting epitaphs is given, and then the history of the fabric 
of the church, its various alterations, and of the most successful re- 
storation. All of these points are carefully developed, and are accom- 
panied by exterior and interior views of the building at different 
periods. A full account is given of the arrangement of the church 
as it now stands, and of the memorials in the shape of pews, tablets, 
organ, &c. Of course, special attention is given, with a number of 
illustrations, to the lectern and Bible. 

The book fitly concludes with a carefully studied paper, by Mr. 
Goodwin on "Three Hundred Years of Church Life and Influence in 
Virginia," with a sermon delivered by Bishop Tucker, May 14, 1903, 
an account of the Consecration of the Church, May 12, 1907, and of 
the impressive celebration of the Communion at Jamestown, on Juoe 
21, 1907— three hundred years after the sacrerf rite was first adminis- 
tered by Robert Hunt. 
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Mr. Goodwin's book in text and illustrations is deeply interesting 
and will no doubt have a very large circulation. 

Robert E. Lee, by Philip Alexander Bruce, LL. D. Author of 
"Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century," "The 
Plantation Negro as a Freeman." "Rise of the New South," etc 
American Crisis Biographies, Philadelphia. George C. Jacobs & 
Company, Publishers [1907], pp. 380. 

Whatever Mr. Bruce does is evolved with historical accuracy and 
in his life of Robert E. Lee this historic nicety is mellowed and il- 
luminated with a delicate tenderness which makes this new story of 
an old subject unique and interesting. 

Mr. Bruce dwells with much feeling and enthusiasm upon General 
Lee's heredity — his West Point life — his courtship and marriage, and 
his romantic military life even before 1861, giving much stress and 
detail to his brilliant Mexican experience. 

The greatest effort and the minutest detail Mr. Bruce places upon 
the crucial years 1861-1865, when Lee's achievement was greatest and 
the closing chapters, in a spirit of reverence and devotion, tell of the 
pathetic close of a splendid career. 

The author, with much skill, and an evident knowledge of the 
much disputed questions, shows that the "Seceding States" were clearly 
within their constitutional and historic rights, when they withdrew 
from the Union in 1860-1861. 

His precise and adroit handling of this interesting question would 
in itself make the book worth reading. 

His reasons for the failure of the Confederacy are subtle and plaus- 
ible — although all of his readers may not agree with him. 

General Lee's character from the pages of this book looms up with 
magnificent clarity, his splendid unselfishness joined to unusual judg- 
ment is the key-note of the book. 

The literary force of this book corresponds to its historic value, and 
makes the reading of it a pleasure to the critic as well as the his- 
torian. 

This latest work of a distinguished historian must distinctly add to 
his already well-earned reputation. 

The True Patrick Henry. By George Morgan, Author of "John 
Littlejohn of J." "The Issue," etc. With twenty-four illustra- 
tions. Philadelphia and London. J. B. Lippincott Co., pp. 492. 

The object of the publishers in initiating this "True" series was un- 
doubtedly that the results of scholarly investigation might be pre- 
sented to the public in a bright, popular and readable style. Too of- 



